NEW INVENTIONS. that the manufacturers are in error when, in contrasting the comparative alkaloidal value of tea, coffee, and kola in a table in a pamphlet accompanying the above samples, they state that the percentage of caffeine in coffee is 2'25, whereas it is seldom higher than 1'5 per cent. ; while in tea it is only
given as 0'43 to 0'46 per cent., when our own as well as other experiments have established 1 that the caffeine in tea ranges from at least 2'4 per cent. to 3'5 per cent.
"VINESTAL" " AND ORANGE QUININE TONIC WATER. (SOUTER, MACKENZIE AND CO., CRYSTAL MIXERAL WATER WORKS, DOVER, FOLKESTONE, AND LONDON.)
"Vinestal " is the name given to an effervescing beverage which is claimed to possess refreshing and invigorating properties, because it contains a modicum of aromatic spirit of ammonia. On testing we found a small quantity of the ammonium salts indicated so that the water may be regarded as a very mild antacid, stimulant, and carminative. It should not be used, however, indiscriminately. The orange quinine water is strongly and agreeably bitter to the taste, and well charged with carbonic acid gas. It readily yielded quinine on treatment with an alkali and subsequent extraction with ether.
PHENOSALYL.
(BURROUGHS, WELLCOME, & CO., SOW-HILL, HOLBORN, E.C.)
Phenosalyl is a clear, syrupy liquid consisting of a mixture of phenol, salicylic, and benzoic acids melted together and dissolved in lactic acid. It gives a marked colour reaction with perchloride of iron and is soluble in water and alkali. It is stated to possess an antiseptic power far superior to phenol, while it exhibits no corrosive action, as, for example, on surgical instruments, and it is readily soluble in water. According to Professor Fraipont, solutions of phenosalyl have no corrosive action on the skin, the mucous surfaces remain smooth and slippery, and do not become dried up, as is the case after washing with carbolic acid or corrosive sublimate.
New Inventions.
WHITE'S PATENT MASTICATOR.
THis should be a very useful assistant to persons who are sNicted with defective teeth. It is unnecessary to point out that the thorough crushing of solid food before swal10wivg it renders the process of digestion much easier and thus hastens assimilation. Persons who are unable to masticate their food properly in the natural way will, we can understand, find the instrument a great help. 
